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Nov. 18, 1994
PLUM CREEK GIFT FUNDS UM LECTURE SERIES, FELLOWSHIP
MISSOULA The University of Montana School of Forestry will soon have a new doctoral fellowship and
lecture series, thanks to a $500,000 gift from Plum Creek Timber Co.
The gift, Plum Creek’s largest ever, is part of the UM Foundation’s $40 million Capital
Campaign, "Ensuring a Tradition of Excellence," said foundation Executive Director Larry Morlan.
Rick R. Holley, Plum Creek president and chief executive officer, said the gift fits very well
in the company’s latest initiative, "Plum Creek and Science," which features a strong commitment
to protection and enhancement of timberlands, wildlife habitat and water quality.
"Our company has made a strong commitment to protect lands of the nation’s northwest and
ensure a steady supply of timber for future generations," Holley said. "Our partnership with The
University of Montana—formed long ago and now strengthened through establishment of the Plum
Creek fellowship and lecture series-gives the timber industry access to forestry research being
conducted in an academic setting and enhances implementation of the principles of environmental
forestry to which we have committed the company."
The School of Forestry has sponsored many lectures by prominent scholars, but had not
been able to establish a regular lecture series until Plum Creek made this gift. By bringing
renowned forestry scholars and professionals to UM’s Missoula campus, the new lecture series will
draw attention to the University as a focal point for resource-management issues, UM President
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George M. Dennison said.
"Our School of Forestry and Plum Creek share a common goal in efforts to protect
interrelationships between resource use and the quality of the human environment," Dennison said.
"We are grateful to Plum Creek for its support of an annual lecture series, which will draw
educators, the timber industry and our people into greater awareness of the importance of this
relationship."
The planned series, coordinated by the Plum Creek Fellow, will include lectures and panel
presentations by distinguished scientists, educators and forestry professionals. The Plum Creek
Fellowship, slated to begin in fall 1995, will support the work of a selected forestry doctoral
student for up to three years.
The changing scene in resource management has created a great demand for forestry
scholars, said forestry Dean Perry J. Brown, noting that the Plum Creek Fellowship will help UM
attract superior students for graduate study in forestry.
"Education and industry must forge partnerships for their mutual benefit and ensure wise use
of some of the state’s most valuable resources," Brown said. "With this gift, Plum Creek has made
a strong statement in support of the research and preparation of forestry professionals at The
University of Montana School of Forestry.
"Participation in the ‘Plum Creek and Science’ initiative creates wonderful opportunities for
the University to learn from those who share their ideas through the lectures and to publicly
demonstrate its scholarly approach to natural resource education, research and management," he
said.

-more-

Plumcrk.rl — 3

Plum Creek Executive Vice President Charles P. Grenier said, "In our industry, the UM
School of Forestry is regarded as a national leader for strong education programs based on both
technical competence and social responsibility. As Plum Creek’s Rocky Mountain Region is based
in Montana, we think it is critical for the company to do our part to guard the forestry school’s
leadership position."
II it ii

ff ft ft

Contact: UM Foundation, 243-2593.
KU\kr
Specialized western and dailies
Plumcrk.rl

